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determination. Since that date a zealous investigation of the 
avifauna by observers in New Zealand has resulted in the ac- 
quisition of further specimens of this very handsome bird. 


XXIX.—Remarks on some Typical Specimens of the Trochi- 
lide, with a Description of one new Genus. By D.G. 
Error, F.L.8., F.Z.S., &e. 


Havine lately received from the Vienna Museum, through 
the kindness of Herr von Pelzeln, several of his types of 
various species of the Trochilide for examination, I thought 
it would interest those ornithologists who pay especial atten- 
tion to those beautiful birds, if I should place on record the 
results of my Investigation, both as regards the specitic value 
of these specimens, and their proper place in the family. 

The first I shall refer to has been described by Herr von 
Pelzeln in his ‘Ornith. Brasil’ p. 57, as Thalurania iolema. 
In our article on this genus, published in ‘ The Ibis’ for 1873, ” 
p. 861, Mr. Salvin and I placed this bird among those species 
which we had not seen, and of whose specific value we could 
therefore give no opinion. Having now received the type, 
I find it has nothing whatever to do with Thalurania, but 
more properly should be placed in a new genus, having its 
nearest ally in Smaragdochrysis. I therefore propose for this 
bird the generic term of 


ProcHOPTERA. 


Bill moderately long, straight, sharply pointed. Wings 
extremely short, a little over one third the entire length of 
the bird. Tail long, deeply forked, feathers narrow, outer 
ones curving slightly inwards. 

The extremely short and feeble wing, in comparison with 
the size of the bird, is remarkable. The species may be briefly 
described as follows :— 


ProcHOPTERA IOLEMA. 
Top of head and nape dull dark green, entire upper parts 
grass-green, only slightly metallic. The tail-coverts are 
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lighter green than the back, and reach to the fork of the tail. 
The entire throat is a pale metallic grass-green. Rest of 
underparts pale smoky brown, with some of the flank-feathers 
tipped with grass-green. Under tail-coverts long, same colour 
as the abdomen (smoky brown), witha slight metallic greenish 
lustre in the centre of the feathers. Tail long, deeply forked, 
dark purplish brown, feathers very narrow. Wings brown, 
with a purple tinge, only reaching down to a little over one 
third the length of tail. Bill and feet black. 

Entire length 4% inches, wing 12, tail 2, bill along 
gape 2. 

‘This genus should be placed close to the Smaragdochrysis 
iridescens, Gould, and with it represents a group having their 
nearest affinities to the members of the genus Selasphorus. 


The next typical specimen is Phaethornis abnormis, also 
described by Herr von Pelzeln, Orn. Bras. pp. 27,56. In 
our article on the genus Phaethornis, Ibis, 1873, p. 13, this 
was referred to P. dourciert by Mr. Salvin, he having seen 
the type in Vienna. Herr Pelzeln, thinking that, not having 
the specimen before us when our article was written, there 
might possibly have been an error in our conclusions regard- 
ing its specific value, kindly sent the type to me. I find that 
Mr. Salvin’s recollection of the specimen was perfectly cor- 
rect; for the bird agrees precisely with my specimens of P. 
bourciert; and our determination that P. abnormis must only 
rank as a synonym, was an entirely just conclusion. 


CEPHALEPIS BESKII. 

This specimen might easily be taken for a variety of C. de- 
lalandii, to which it bears a certain resemblance. It differs 
from the common species in having the crest a bluish metallic 
green, instead of bright green, in the back and tail being brown 
only shghtly tinged with green, and having the breast light 
blue (in some, light dull brownish black). I have had for a 
long time in my collection a specimen that I have always con- 
sidered to be a variety of C. delalandii, which resembles the 
type of C. beskit in every particular save two. The crest, in- 
stead of being a metallic green, is a shiny black, with a kind 
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of greenish gloss, and the breast is slightly darker and the 
blue more widely dispersed. Otherwise the specimens are 
precisely alike. I have still another specimen, which differs 
again from all the others. In its back and tail it is like C. 
delalandi; the crest, however, is a dark silvery grey, incli- 
ning to green on the long feathers of the occiput. The under- 
parts are a bright metallic rich greenish blue, very different 
from any thing I have ever seen among specimens of the 
genus Cephalepis. It is extremely difficult to determine 
whether these represent several distinct species of Cephalepis, 
or whether my specimens, as well as the type of C. beskii, are 
merely different forms of variation occurring accidentally in 
the plumage of individuals belonging to the C. delalandii. I 
have never seen any varieties among specimens of C. loddigest ; 
but as this is still a very rare species, it may be that our ex- 
amples have been too few to enable us to learn if individuals 
of that species vary or not to any considerable extent. In 
order to determine the value of these forms it will be neces- 
sary to await the arrival of more specimens. 


ARGYTRIA MELIPHILA. 

This is a Chlorostilbon, of the style called C. daphne by Bour- 
cier, differing from its allies, such as C. atala and C. brevi- 
caudata, chiefly by having a deeper wash of blue upon the 
throat. It may be a matter of considerable doubt whether 
this should be considered sufficient to warrant this form taking 
a separate specific rank ; and besides this difference I find no 
other by which Von Pelzeln’s bird may be distinguished. So 
long as C. daphne remains as a species, the Argytria meliphila 
must be placed as a synonym of it; but it is most probable 
that a large series of specimens would show a gradation be- 
tween several of these little green Humming-birds, and neces- 
sitate their being all classed as one specics. Von Pelzeln’s 
specimen was procured at Barcellos by Natterer. 


ARGYTRIA MEDIA. 

This is also a Chlorostilbon, and is a very young bird, with 
but a few of the metallic feathers of the adult showing upon 
the throat. From the fact that it is in such immature plu- 
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mage, it is as impossible to state to what species it belongs, 
with any certainty, as to accept it as representing some here- 
tofore unknown or undescribed form. The specimen was pro- 
cured also by Natterer, at Matagrosso. 

I desire to take this opportunity of thanking Herr von 
Pelzeln for his kindness in loaning me these types, and en- 
abling me to make comparisons, and thus to obtain more cor- 
rect ideas of these specimens than is possible from any de- 
scription. 


THALURANIA LERCHI. 

Besides the types above described, I have lately succeeded 
in adding to my collection the unique type of Thalurania 
lerchi, Muls. & Verr. Ann. Linn. Soc. Lyons (1868). This 
was also placed, in the review of this genus (Ibis, 1873, p. 360), 
among the undetermined species; and I now find that it is 
in no way allied to Thalurania, but constitutes a very distinct 
species of the genus Hucephala, differing from all others in 
having the upper part of the head a beautiful blue, and must 
be hereafter known as Hucephala lerchi. Itis stated to have 
been obtained in Columbia. 


XXX.—WNotice of an apparently undescribed Species of Corvus 
from Tangier. By Ineut.-Col. Howarp Irsy. 


CORVUS TINGITANUS, N. Sp. 


C. C. affini, Rüpp., similis, sed rostro crassiore et setis ric- 
talibus antrorsum directis nec posticè recurvatis, necnon 
colore alarum extus plus minusve ferrugineo distin- 
guendus: long. tota 18:5, ale 14:5, caudæ 8, tarsi 2'5, 
rostri a rictu 2°5. 

Hab. prope urbem Tingem in imperio Mauritanico. 


During a recent visit to Tangier, it appeared to me that 
the small Raven there, hitherto considered to be the European 
species, Corvus corax, was quite distinct from that bird, the 
note or, rather, croak being quite different, This difference, 
difficult to describe, is easily noticed when heard, the note 
not being so hoarse; further, its gregarious habits, as many 


